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WKU begins
prepping for
accredidation
process
By NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com

In 2015, WKU will be up for its reaccreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
Although it’s still three years away,
preparations are beginning now, said
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs.
According to the SACS website,
while accreditation is “a set of rigorous
protocols and research-based processes
for evaluating an institution’s organizational effectiveness,” it’s also more than
that.
“Today, accreditation examines the
whole institution — the programs, the
cultural context, the community of stakeholders — to determine how well the
parts work together to meet the needs of
students,” according to the SACS website.

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Senior Kaci Kleeman of Santa Claus, Ind., begins her day by lifting weights at the Preston Center Thursday. Kleeman started weight training
about a year ago. “I love the feeling of challenging myself and pushing myself until it hurts,” she said.

SEE PROCESS, PAGE 2
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Greek Week
to promote
unification
By KAYLA SWANSON
news@wkuherald.com

By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

Greek organizations are coming together next week to compete in several
different events and give back to the
community.
While Greek Week typically brings
out the competitive side of fraternities
and sororities, this year’s organizers hope
it will unify Greek students.
“It’s not just about your fraternity or
your sorority — it’s about the Greek community as whole,” said Louisville junior
Jackson Pohlmann, blood drive chair.
“It’s about improving our community.”
Greek Affairs coordinator, Alissa Mansfield, who will experience her first WKU
Greek Week this year, agreed.
“I hope that the week allows them to
see that they have much more in common than they think they do and can
sort of see the similarities in their organizations and grow together through
Greek Week,” she said.
Greek Week events start Saturday with Topper Tailgate and will go
through April 22.
Topper Tailgate begins at 3 p.m. on
South Lawn and will be followed by
the Red/White spring football game at
Smith Stadium.

diversions@wkuherald.com

is for Weight Trainer
Students inspire clients to get fit

Weight training tends to be associated
with a very specific gym population.
Macho men soaked in sweat as the cast
iron weights clink and clank together often
come to mind.
The sight of rock-hard abs and chiseled
biceps can be scary to most gym newbies,
but Kaci Kleeman painted her fingernails,
popped on her pearls and didn’t let that
stand in her way.
“People are intimidated by the gym,” she
said. “But that’s what I love about being in
the lab. I get to show them around and put
confidence in them.”
Kleeman, a senior from Santa Claus,
Ind., works for the Health & Fitness Lab in
the Preston Health and Activities Center.
As an intern, she meets with clients to
establish a fitness regimen that suits their
needs and personal goals.
Along with individual training, the Health
& Fitness Lab offers free blood pressure
checks, body composition measurements, basic fitness assessments and personal wellness
profiles. They also have professional personal
trainers and massage therapists.

Kleeman said she loves everything fitness.
“I’ve definitely found a passion for it,”
she said. “I love spreading that to everyone
else and opening their eyes to the benefits
of it.”
Taylor Wells, a Russellville freshman
and fitness room attendant, usually sees Kleeman working out or helping clients learn
the equipment.
Wells said Kleeman is always lifting, regardless of if she’s the only girl.
“She just doesn’t care what other people
think,” he said. “I’d like to get back into
weight lifting myself.”
Kleeman wants to inspire more girls to
weight train, since many think they’ll get
buff, but she said that’s not the case.
“I lift four to five times a week, and I’m
not big and bulky,” she said. “Weight training actually decreases your risk for osteoporosis.”
As the youngest child with two older brothers, Kleeman developed a tough skin and love
of sports.
She played basketball and softball in high
school but admits she dropped the ball when
she came to college.

WKU

AtoZ

Each Friday, the Herald brings you a story
inspired by a letter of the alphabet.

People are
intimidated by the
gym. But that’s what
I love about being in
the lab. I get to show
them around and put
confidence in them."
—KACI KLEEMAN
Senior, Santa Claus, Ind.

SEE WEIGHT, PAGE 3

SEE GREEK, PAGE 3

Tuition could rise by 5 percent
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

A deep cut to postsecondary education in the state budget will cost WKU
about $5 million in funding for the
next two years.
This could mean a 5 percent tuition
increase for students.
The expected tuition hike will cost
students about $200 more, making
tuition for full-time, in-state students
$4,236 per semester, an increase of 4.8
percent up from $4,042.
“That’s a fairly modest tuition increase,” President Gary Ransdell said.
Ransdell said that fixed cost increases are around $5 million, and
with the state budget cut of also
around $5 million, the university is in
a tough spot.
“The tuition increase of 5 percent
is barely enough to cover our known
fixed cost increases,” Ransdell said.

FRI. 73˚/ 55˚

“If we didn’t have the 5 percent tuition increase, we’d have $10 million
to take out of our budget.
“Higher education is an expensive
enterprise… Having been in this business for a long time, if a university can
hold a tuition increase to 4, 5 or 6 percent, then it’s doing pretty good.”
Higher-than-average employee salaries, up-to-date technology and innovations are some of the factors that played
a role in ever increasing costs, justifying the tuition increases, Ransdell said.
He said if not for the $5 million
state budget cuts, WKU might be able
to cut some of its spending by being
more efficient, which would help in
lowering the cost of a tuition hike.
With the cut, however, he said it
wasn’t possible for the university to
continue like it is without a tuition increase.
SEE TUITION, PAGE 2

SAT. 82˚/ 60˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

SUN. 85˚/ 64˚

Tuition increases at Kentucky universities
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TUITION

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Since 2009, WKU tuition costs
have increased at a slower pace. Prior
to 2009, WKU had a series of almost
10 percent tuition increases, according
to documents provided by Ann Mead,
vice president for Finance and Administration.
“It’s been a long time since we’ve
had large tuition increases, and I don’t
see us going there again in the foreseeable future,” Ransdell said.
Mead said though the 5 percent
tuition hike is expected, it isn’t guaranteed.
The Council on Postsecondary
Education sets the maximum amount
a public university can charge for tuition. The CPE is scheduled to meet
on April 20 and set the maximum
tuition rate, after which the Board of
Regents in the summer will approve
the tuition change.
The university’s operating budget
is being pieced together with a 5 percent tuition increase in mind, Mead
said.
Mead said if the CPE granted the
university approval to increase tuition
more than 5 percent, a definite priority
with the extra money would be merit
raises for faculty and staff.
However, Mead said she wasn’t
expecting the CPE to grant a larger
tuition number.
“Instead of our assumption of it
going up 5 percent next fall, it goes up
4 — we’re going to be a little hurt,”
Mead said. “We still have some significant costs we’ve got to cover with
no increase in state funding.”

PROCESS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SACS will make sure WKU
complies with its standards. This
applies to the university as a
whole, said Richard Miller, vice
provost and chief diversity officer.
“It’s not just an academic affairs accreditation or non-academic,” he said. “It’s the entire institution that is accredited. So it affects
everyone from faculty, to staff, to
students, to employees of the institution. It’s that important.”
Accreditation standards look
at many different things, Miller
said. It applies to items such as
academic programs, faculty credentials, the institution’s mission
and how the university handles
student complaints.

APRIL 13, 2012

Search and Rescue

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Bowling Green senior Katie Kirwan and Bowling Green junior Chance McCormack anchor each other during a practice canoe rescue. Students
in the Outdoor Leadership Program practice these techniques at the boat barn on professor Steve Spencer’s property as a part of their canoe
instructor certification.

Miller described the different principles of accreditation as
“goals and objectives.”
A leadership team with different committees will be created to
address each goal set by SACS
and will make sure the university
is adhering to each one.
The leadership committee will
compile its findings into an institutional document, which Miller
said is a “self-study.”
“We prepare that document in
response to all of the principles
that we have to address,” he said.
The committee will send it
to SACS’s off-sight committee,
which is made up of other member institutions, to be reviewed
and sent back.
“We will revise the document
based on the input that we get from
the off-sight review committee, and

then we will resubmit the document
for another committee, which is the
on-site review committee,” Miller
said. “That’s the committee that actually comes to the institution.”
Emslie said the on-site committee will look for student involvement in accreditation, among other things. They may stop students
walking by and ask if they know
what SACS is or if they know
anything about accreditation.
Because of this, Miller said
WKU will work to engage students.
“We’ll have forums on campus. We’ll go through (Student
Government Association) for students to come listen and participate and ask questions,” he said.
“We may even send representatives to the residence halls or set
up a table in DUC.”
While Miller said it’s rare for a

school not to make it through accreditation, it would be a big deal.
Students wouldn’t be able to get
loans or Pell grants, and the institution would lose its integrity.
However, Miller is confident
that WKU will do well. He said
the university did very well last
year in its 5-year review.
Miller said he’s excited about the
process, because it not only lets the
university see what it’s doing well
but also what it needs to fix, too.
“And that’s the whole idea behind accreditation: that we want
to make sure that the institutions
are sound, that they’re offering
quality programs, that they’re hiring faculty and staff that are well
educated and prepared in their
professions,” he said. “It’s a good
exercise. I, for one, am looking
forward to it.”

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ Freshman Jordan
Plappert, Keen Hall, was
cited April 12 for possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia.
■ Freshman William
Workman, Keen, reported April 12 that a
baseball shattered his
vehicle’s back window.
The value of the damage is unknown.
■ Freshman Phillip
Durham, Keen, reported
April 11 that his laptop
was stolen from his
dorm room. The value of
the theft is $1,500.

ARE YOU CALLING THE SHOTS?
Talk to us about Student Publicaons
Student-run, student-led publicaons
Open House April 18 from 1 to 3 p.m. - Applicaon Deadline April 25

APRIL 13, 2012

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

3

SGA’s Patel to lobby in Congress
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

One Student Government Association senator is going to lobby for
a student issue at the national level.
Bowling Green junior Poorvie
Patel is going to Washington, D.C.,
on April 21-25 to lobby for the
Collegiate Housing and Infrastructure Act (CHIA). If passed, the bill
would make donations toward notfor-profit housing tax deductible.
SGA passed a resolution at Tuesday
night’s meeting in support of this
act.
Not-for-profit housing refers to
student housing entities that are not
owned by WKU, such as Greek organizations or the Baptist Campus
Ministry.
“Currently, as far as how the tax
code exists, when donors donate to
not-for-profit housing, they don’t
get a tax exemption,” Patel said.

“This is hindering a lot of donors
from donating money, like, large
sums of money, to not-for-profit
housing because they’re not getting
anything back for it.”
Patel said she thinks making donations tax deductible will encourage people to donate more often.
“That’s going to make a huge
difference in someone donating
or not donating,” Patel said. “And
it’s just so vital that we get donations because houses… are not
well equipped at all. I mean, no
fire alarms, no smoke detectors, no
sprinklers. And that costs hundreds
of thousands of dollars.”
At WKU alone, Patel said there
are 19 Greek houses, and only five
have sprinkler systems because installing them is so expensive.
While WKU has the WKU
Foundation, which is set up to allow
donations to anything to receive tax
exemptions, most schools do not

have that.
However, Patel said donating to
not-for-profit housing is still a problem at WKU because many people
don’t know about that foundation.
Patel got involved with CHIA
and the trip to Washington, D.C.,
through the headquarters of her sorority, Alpha Omicron Pi, which is
paying for her trip. Any students in
Greek organizations had the opportunity to apply for the trip.
Micah Fielden, University of
Kentucky student body president,
is the other Kentucky representative
Patel will be working with in Washington, D.C. He is also representing his Greek organization, Delta
Sigma Phi fraternity.
“It will help our cause in Greek
institutions if we’re able to show
that contributions will be considered
charitable essentially,” Fielden said.
“I think it can help Greek housing
across the nation honestly...at UK,

Relay for Life event
brings people together
for cancer research
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

Members of the WKU community affected by cancer are coming together to
raise money for cancer research.
The American Cancer Society Relay
for Life is an all-night event that features
games, music and activities at HouchensSmith Stadium. This year’s Relay for
WKU’s main campus will be on April 27
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m on April 28.
Participants are grouped into teams,
keeping one person walking around the
stadium at all times in a relay to represent
how cancer doesn’t sleep.
So far, the relay has 482 participants,
32 teams and has raised more than $9,000.
Each relay has a theme.
Sam Knott, who is in charge of team
development for WKU’s Relay for Life
committee, said this year’s theme is Relay at the Movies.
Knott said that each hour will be a different genre like sports or horror. Each
group will also represent a different movie, he said.
Knott will participate in Phi Gamma
Delta fraternity’s (Fiji) Relay team. Fiji’s
movie will be Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs.
“Except it’s Snow White and the 62
FIJIs,” he said.
He said they are looking online to figure out emotions to represent the 62 of
them.
Colby Osborne, chair of WKU’s Relay
for Life Committee, said the committee
is hosting many fundraising opportunities
for the event.
Click for a Cure was a fundraising

GREEK

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

On Sunday, Greeks will take over
Diddle Arena at 5 p.m. for Spring Sing.
During this event, sororities and fraternities will perform songs and dances
inspired by overall themes from previous Spring Sings.
“It’s great fun to watch all the organizations and what they come up with,”
said Edgewood senior Elaine Burchett,
co-chair of the overall Greek Week
committee.
Greeks will partner with the American Red Cross beginning Monday and
lasting until Wednesday for a blood
drive at the Preston Center.
The blood drive will be from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Monday and from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday.
“It’s a good thing to do. It helps people give back,” Pohlmann said. “You
never know who needs that blood.”
It’s also the largest American Red
Cross blood drive in the Tennessee Valley region, Pohlmann said.
Those participating in the blood
drive can schedule their appointments
by going to www.redcrossblood.org
and entering source code “WKU”.
Also on Tuesday, Greeks will test
their knowledge of all things Greek at
Greek Feud, a game show-style event

event last week in which participants
could email their friends and families for
donations and support for their relay.
The Chi Omega team has raised the
most of all the teams with more than
$2,200 collected so far.
Louisville sophomore Natalie Broderick, a member of Chi O, raised a lot of the
money she’s received so far from Click
for a Cure.
Broderick said two members of her
family have been affected by cancer —
an aunt who survived and a grandmother
who passed away from the disease.
“So it’s still really close to my life,”
Broderick said.
Broderick said she sent 45 emails asking for donations, including one to her
aunt.
WKU’s main campus isn’t the only
one to participate in the relay.
Hannah Thurman is the staff advisor
for the Volunteerism in Progress group
at the Owensboro campus. Thurman said
the group has taken on Relay for Life for
the second year and is actively raising
money.
“For $20, they are selling the chance
to deliver a purple toilet on someone’s
lawn,” Thurman said.
The toilet sits on the target’s lawn for
24 hours before it’s picked up and taken
to the next house, she said.
Earlier in the week, it was put on the
lawn belonging to Gene Tice, the director
of the WKU Owensboro campus.
“So they are going to high-profile people,” Thurman said.
Thurman said the group was able to
raise $2,500 for the event last year. She
said the new goal is to raise $4,000.
that begins at 7 p.m. in Downing University Center Auditorium.
“It’s kind of like Jeopardy, but with
Greek questions,” said Louisville junior Michael Bush, co-chair of the
overall Greek Week committee.
Greeks will honor WKU faculty on
Wednesday. Each organization will
nominate a faculty member and buy
that person a gift. There will also be a
faculty appreciation dinner at Mariah’s
beginning at 5 p.m.
Events Day is Thursday, when organizations will gather on McCormack
Hall Lawn at 3:30 p.m. to compete in
games.
On Friday, the Greeks’ endurance
will be tested by tug. It begins at 2 p.m.
at the University Farm.
Organizations will give back to
Bowling Green with the help of local
volunteer groups on April 21 during
Philanthropy Day.
“We’re going to get our hands dirty
and help a lot of people,” Burchett said.
Greek Week will end on April 22
with Convocation at Van Meter Hall
Auditorium. Doors open at 6 p.m., and
the event starts at 7 p.m.
Greek organizations that placed in
the top three of each event throughout
the week will be recognized. An overall winner will also be announced,
and several other awards will be given out.

at Western. So, I think it’s a nobrainer that we should support it.”
Fielden said UK’s SGA will possibly pass a resolution in support of
the act, but he’s going to lobby for
CHIA as a Greek representative
rather than a student body president.
Fielden doesn’t think passing
this bill will automatically fix everything. He said he thinks it will be a
small start on a long journey.
Patel said she, along with Fielden, plan to talk to both Kentucky
senators and all six representatives.
Their meetings with the legislators will be set up through the lobbying firm Patton Boggs.
Kevin O’Neill, a partner at Patton Boggs, said the firm has represented sororities and fraternities pro
bono for about 12 years now.
O’Neill said the students applied and their national organizations helped identify which ones
would be appropriate. Then the firm

WEIGHT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I gained the freshman 10,” she said.
“Last May, I decided that it was time for me
to get back into high school shape.”
Kleeman dedicated five days a week to
exercising: cardio every day and weightlifting twice a week.
She said majoring in exercise science
and researching the benefits of weight training contributed to her confidence in the
weight room.
“I just went head on with it and wasn’t
intimidated anymore,” Kleeman said.
Trey Moser, graduate student and personal trainer, said Kleeman is extremely
dedicated to fitness.
“She’s one of the most fit girls I know,”
he said. “She portrays that dedication onto

worked with them to select from
that pool. Out of 500 or 600 applicants nationwide, 90 students were
chosen.
“We are training them to go to
the hill to lobby on issues of college
affordability, the Collegiate Housing and Infrastructure Act, other
things of interest to college students,
so we’re getting them ready for that,
helping them set up the meetings
and then helping them execute those
meetings,” O’Neill said.
O’Neill said this bill is important because some college fraternities and sororities are the second
leading provider of student housing outside of the host institution
themselves.
Fielden and Patel will work together as a team, and Patel said it
will be their job to sell legislators a
“pitch” about CHIA.
“We have to tell them why they
should support it,” Patel said.

her clients and is a great motivator.”
Kleeman likes to read inspirational
quotes that she can apply both in her life and
the weight room.
One of her favorites is “Get comfortable
with being uncomfortable.”
“In order for you to grow as a person,
you’re going to be uncomfortable,” she said.
“If you’re always in a place where you’re
comfortable, then you won’t flourish.”
Last semester, she won the “Big Red
Bench Off,” where girls had to bench press
half of their body weight. Kleeman benched
26 reps.
Kleeman said lifting weights helped her
self-esteem, which helps her relate to clients
who need an extra confidence boost.
“I like to see what their roadblocks are
and how we can get past them,” she said. “I
can relate to those people because I’ve been
there.”

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S.
Constitution
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Recent article
on education
misses the point
Your recent piece
about
developmental
education did not address the complexity
of the issue. If WKU
wants to keep its current
enrollment
numbers,
where will it find higher-achieving students to
replace those who need
developmental courses?
Regardless of the
answer, President Ransdell maintains that we
have to raise our admissions standards. He
also asserts that developmental courses will
still be needed “until
our public schools do
a better job of preparing students who are
college-bound.”
This
statement is problematic.
Students
who
barely meet our current minimum admissions standards cannot
be considered “collegebound” in any objective
sense. Given the difficult socio-economic
conditions and varying
levels of student motivation in our state, it is

unreasonable to expect
that every high school
graduate will have at
least a 2.5 GPA and a 20
ACT composite score.
It is reasonable, however, for us to expect
that incoming students
with GPAs lower than
2.5 and ACT math and
English scores of 18 or
below are probably going to need extra help.
Finally, we must not
forget the critical role
developmental education has historically
played in higher education. Scores of Americans have been allowed
to put their adolescent
struggles behind them
due to the availability
of such courses. In high
school, many lacked
maturity,
motivation
and guidance. It would
be sad if their destinies
were solely determined
by what they did when
they were 14 or 15.

T
&
B
OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to students trying to
repair bikes on
campus.
BOTTOMS to
people stealing
the bikes.

TOPS to new
facilities.
BOTTOMS to
having to pay two
student fees for
DUC.

TOPS to Georgia
State University
moving to the Sun
Belt Conference.
BOTTOMS to
one more team
that could steal
a bowl bid from
WKU.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

— Dr. Alex Poole
Associate Professor of
English

COLUMN

Finding a boost toward the end of the semester
Well, folks, it’s almost that
time.
The time when everything
seems to be due all at once,
professors start tossing around
words like “final paper” a little
too loosely, and that project that
seemed so far away when you
first glanced at it on the syllabus
is due a week from now.
Yes, it’s the end of the semester, a time full of frustration,
stress and exhaustion.
I have two projects, three
long papers and a host of other
things outside of class to get
done with before now and the
start of finals week. Either two
things can happen: I can give up
on this whole higher education
thing and run off to the woods
and practice simple living a la
“Walden,” or I can rise to the
occasion and complete all these
assignments. Since I’m not particularly practiced in outdoor
survival, I will have to choose

the latter.
Despite how overwhelming
things can get, there are ways
to get through the end of the semester.
I started Googling ways students can stay focused at the end
of the semester, but every list
said essentially the same thing
we’ve always heard: exercise,
eat well and get enough sleep.
While those are things we all
should do, they are rather trite,
and once you hear something
repeatedly, you are less likely to
listen to it. So here are a few other things you can do to help you
get through the next few weeks.
Find some alone time:
Sometimes we don’t know
how negatively influential our
friends can be on our study habits. Sure, you may start the night
off saying you’re going to spend
the next “x” amount of hours
studying, but as soon as someone
comes around or texts you with

an interesting story or
something
crazy happening
in
their life, all
your focus
is gone. At
this point in
the semes- JOANNA WILLIAMS
ter, we all READING BETWEEN
need to focus THE LINES
and concen- opinion@wkuherald.com
trate, so that
means putting your social life
on a slight pause. If your friends
care for you as much as they
claim, then a few days or weeks
apart aren’t going to cause problems.
Organization is key:
This goes for myself as much
as anyone. I’m absolutely horrible at staying organized. Calendars, reminders and those fancy
Abacuses we get at the beginning of the school year have all

failed for me. Fortunately, being
organized at the end of the semester is much different — and
easier — than being organized
an entire term. The reason is
that you only have a few weeks
to plot out. First, make a list of
all the assignments you have due
between now and finals week
and write them down. Next,
write out all the other things you
have to do: class, work and extracurricular activities. After that
comes the difficult part: attempt
to find chunks of time where you
will be able to sit down and actually begin the assignments.
Treat Yo’ Self:
Working and studying for
even a few hours is bound to exhaust anyone. That’s why it’s important to get out and have some
fun. Although a lot of things are
due at the end of the semester, it
also means a lot of campus activities are going on at the end
of the semester, too. Remember

the friends you needed to stay
away from? Call them up and
see if they want to do something.
Whatever you do, find something to distract you from school
work for a few hours.
These aren’t foolproof plans,
and feel free to tweak them to
how you see fit. Ultimately,
coming up with a way to survive the end of the school year
is something we each have to
figure out for ourselves since we
are all different people with different styles of accomplishing
things. If you find yourself experiencing serious anxiety about an
upcoming project or your final
grade, talk to your professor. As
cliche as it sounds, they are here
to help you and are more likely
to be sympathetic if they know
you are struggling.
That said, the worst will be
over soon enough, and a beautiful thing called summer break is
on its way.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words or less)
or a commentary (500
words and a photo).
Email them to opinion@
wkuherald.com.
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submit plagiarized work.

news@wkuherald.com
*Denotes editorial board
members. The Herald
publishes on Tuesdays and
Fridays during the school
year. The first copy is free
and additional copies are 50
cents each, available in the
Student Publications Center
on Normal Street.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874

Address 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1084
REPORT AN ERROR
Editor 270.745.5044
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3. For verification, letters and commentaries MUST include your name,
phone number, home town and
classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald does
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
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CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED
Part time job for yardwork
and repairs. Will work
around classes.
Call Harold at 270-881-2690

SUMMER INTERNSHIP
IN NASHVILLE.
MAKE $8,450 THIS
SUMMER! Don’t waste

Have Something
For Sale or
For Rent?

Call 270-745-2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Alex Weires

another summer. Invest in
a summer of outstanding
sales and leadership
training. Find out why
students with FasTrac
experience are getting
great jobs after graduation.
Call Kyle at 615-403-7445

City of Bowling Green
PART-TIME POSITION
SUB-FITNESS INSTRUCTOR: Instructs individuals and
classes; maintains a fitness record, plans fitness programs,
monitors safe usage of machines, and teaches classes in
weight training and must be capable of lifting 100+ pounds.
CPR & First Aid Certification is required for position
(training and certification provided through Parks & Rec).
Prefer six months to one-year experience; Age 18+; PRN
(as needed); $7.93/hr. Deadline: Open until filled.
Applications for employment can be obtained at the Human
Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street or from our
website at www.bgky.org. All positions open until filled.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

ACROSS
1 Obeys
6 Iranian rulers' title of old
10 "Be quiet!"
14 Worship
15 City in Texas
16 Hold __; clutch
17 Lasso wielder
18 Once again
19 Discontinue
20 Radiant
22 Have ambitions
24 Ameche and Johnson
25 Cooked over a grill
26 __ have a clue; is in the
dark
29 Review of the financial
books
30 Climbing plant
31 Connery and Penn
33 Work
37 __-do-well; bum
39 Cowboys' event
41 Company symbol
42 Concluded
44 Takes a break
46 Ancient
47 Wipes off wood furniture
49 Motifs
51 Georgia's capital
54 Equipment
55 One who sends via the
USPS
56 Wizard
60 Bit of land in the sea
61 Creative notion
63 Scoundrel
64 Celebrity
65 No longer valid
66 Was wild about
67 Religious splinter group
68 Becomes firm
69 Water jugs
DOWN
1 Actress __ Helgenberger
2 "American __"
3 Slangy denial
4 Is fearful of
5 Pulpit orations
6 Graceful waterbirds
7 Remain pending
8 __ bandage; elastic wrap
9 Pres. William __ Taft
10 Surgeon's workplace
11 Up to the time that

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

12
13
21
23
25
26
27
28
29
32

Stow away
Was optimistic
Bury
Dirt
Public transports
Eat
Hot chamber
Black-__ peas
Peru's range
Vital artery

34 Sound of an explosion
35 Eye flirtatiously
36 Curtain holders
38 Highest level of warning
40 Furry swimmer
43 Sand mound
45 Put in leg-irons
48 Thin cord
50 Prior to this time, in
poetry

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

51
52
53
54
56
57
58
59
62

Wrong; faulty
Take a little bite
Purple shade
Hockey scores
Peddle
Talk wildly
At any time
Cincinnati team
Payable now

During what years did Coach Michelle
Clark-Head play Lady Topper basketball?

@j_r_squared:
@wkuherald the answer is 1987-1990

Do you have campus events you would
like to be included in the
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar?
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

@DCouch22: My topnet stuff is all
wrong. Wrong adviser, wrong major. Get
with the program WKU -sent 4/11
@The_amwhite: If I see TOPNET error show up one more time on my computer
I am going to scream, I am suppose to be
running right now. -sent 4/11
@BookwohmKawi: Despite the crazy
topnet issues, I got all the classes I wanted.
#perfectlastsemester -sent 4/11
@EnjoyMySparkles: Okay, TopNet. I
wanna take Honors Calc II. I took Calc I in
high school, and I got a 5 on the AP exam.
IS THAT NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR
YOU?? -sent 4/11
@Kels_Q: I hate #WKU cable so much.
The #Preds game is on CNBC which is
also what's listed on TV guide, yet you are
showing something different. -sent 4/11
@Sofunnytom: #WKU is gonna offer
Latin in the fall! Maybe I won't have to take
Spanish after all! -sent 4/11
@HottSouthernMss: I love #WKU bc
I have most of my professors cell phone
numbers & they are ALWAYS happy to
help for anything. The Poli Sci Dept is
amazing! -sent 4/11
@KYMicheli: #WKU Football Spring
Game this Saturday @ 6!! Let's be the first in
the Sun Belt to 15,000 fans! Event is FREE
to all fans! Go #WhiteTeam!! -sent 4/11

KMEA Band/Orchestra Festival, Van Meter
Hall, 8 a.m.
“I Remember Her” 5K run/walk, Kereiakes
Park, 8:30 a.m.
Southern Kentucky Ranch Horse Association
Spring Stampede Show, L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 8:30 a.m.
Track and Field, Hilltopper Relays. Charles M.
Ruter Track Complex, 11 a.m.
Softball vs. FIU, doubleheader, WKU Softball
Complex, 1 p.m.
Football: Spring Game, Houchens IndustriesL.T. Smith Stadium, 6 p.m. Topper Tailgate
begins at 3 p.m.
Concert: WKU Jazz Band with Marshall Scott
and Liza Kelly, Van Meter Hall, Free admission, 7:30 p.m.
Southern Kentucky Ranch Horse Association
Spring Stampede Show, L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 9 a.m.
Softball vs. FIU, WKU Softball Complex, 12 p.m.
Pioneer Cabin Concert: Dan Miller and Tim
May. Pioneer Cabin. Tickets are $15; reservations required, 2 p.m.
Faculty Recital: Heidi Alvarez, flute; Don Speer,
piano; Jennifer Rhyne, guest flutist, Music Hall’s
Choral Rehearsal Hall, Free admission, 3 p.m.
Spring Sing, part of Greek Week, Diddle Arena, 5 p.m.
Blood Drive, part of Greek Week, Preston Center,
10 a.m.
Faculty Awards Reception, Faculty House, 3 p.m.
Blood Drive, part of Greek Week, Preston Center,
10 a.m.
Toppers on Tour in Owensboro, Moonlite BarB-Q, 2840 W. Parrish Ave, 6 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth, Hardin Planetarium, 7 p.m.
Last Lecture Series: Arvin Vos. Mass Media and
Technology Hall Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Greek Feud, part of Greek Week, DUC auditorium, 7 p.m.

KMEA Choral Festival, Van Meter Hall, 8:30 a.m.
Blood Drive, part of Greek Week, Preston Center,
10 a.m.
Presentation: Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax by actor Carl
Lombardi, Faculty House, 12 p.m.
Presentation: Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax by actor Carl
Lombardi, Mass Media, 3:30 p.m.
Faculty Appreciation, part of Greek Week,
Mariah’s, downtown Bowling Green, 5 p.m.
Gender Images Film Series: The Corporation
Cherry Hall 125, 6:30 p.m.
Presentation: Buy a Hat. Change a Life by Kohl
Crecelius, CEO and founder of Krochet Kids
International, Mass Media, 7 p.m.

Have
you
voted
yet?
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Student performs in gospel choir despite shy exterior
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Nashville junior Mariah
Tibbs is a natural performer.
Whether she’s alone in a
stairwell or on stage in front
of a crowd, she’s serenading
her emotions.
The funny thing is she’s
actually shy. But Tibbs said
she feels like a different person when she sings.
“I forget about being shy,
let go and just sing,” she
said.
In the fifth grade, Tibbs
and her friend Victoria discovered they could sing
while harmonizing one of
their favorite songs.
The girls were eager to
unveil their newfound talent.
“We started that journey
together,” she said.
They entered a talent
show and sang “Happy
Face” by the R&B group
Destiny’s Child.
Excited about the positive feedback, Tibbs looked
for more ways to develop
her craft.
“I never took voice lessons,” she said. “I just joined

whatever choir I could.”
She entered the church
choir and attended performing arts camps in the summer.
Above singing, Tibbs
said she loves to worship and
praise God.
“Singing in church is my
release,” she said. “It keeps
me humble, and it keeps me
sane.”
When Tibbs came to
WKU, she said she wanted
to continue using her voice
to spread the gospel, so she
joined the Amazing Tones
of Joy.
ATJ is a student-led gospel choir that travels across
the state to sing at various
churches and venues.
Tibbs serves as secretary and the soprano section
leader.
Louisville senior and
fellow ATJ member Tiffany Forrest said Tibbs' tone
matches her quiet personality, but she loves her voice.
“She sings soft and in
high soprano,” Forrest said.
“I wish I could sing like
that.”
Tibbs said she’s often

nervous when singing, but
she’s good at hiding it.
However, some ATJ
members can tell if Tibbs
is nervous or not when she
leads a song.
Tenor section leader
Kevin Daniels, a sophomore
from Bamberg, Germany,
said Tibbs doesn’t fool him
with her shyness, because
he’s close friends with her.
“She gives off this vibe
of ‘I’m shy’ or ‘I don’t know
what I’m doing,’ but we all
know she can really sing,”
he said.
Daniels recalled the first
time he met Tibbs at an
ATJ practice. Members got
COOPER BURTON/HERALD
to choose how to introduce
Nashville junior Mariah Tibbs practices with Amazing Tones of Joy, a student-led gospel choir
themselves to the group.
“She sang a song, and I that performs throughout the state, Tuesday at the Baptist Campus Ministry.
was like, ‘Man, this girl can
She recently penned a performers. Her favorites are biology, Tibbs wants to besing!’” he said.
Forrest said Tibbs is good song called “Although” Beyoncé, Michael Jackson, come a household name in
at improvising during a song about wanting to leave a re- India Arie and Jazmine Sul- the music industry.
lationship but not having the livan.
Tibbs said she dreams of
if she gets nervous.
She said she wants to being the ideal performer.
“If she forgets the words, courage.
“I write about what’s real grow as an overall singer and
“I want to do perforshe’ll make up her own,”
mances around the world
Forrest said. “You’ll never — life, my situations, cir- nourish her talents.
“Any gift you have is dancing, singing, having my
know, because she just keeps cumstances, experiences and
emotions,” she said.
from God and for his glory own philanthropy,” she said.
going.”
Tibbs finds inspiration and his people,” Tibbs said.
“I see my name in lights like
Writing lyrics is another
from a variety of singers and
Although she majors in the ideal American Dream.”
passion for Tibbs.

'Ehancement' series events announced
By SHELBY ROGERS
news@wkuherald.com

Several of the next year’s
Cultural Enhancement Series
speakers and performers have
been selected.
David Lee, dean of the Potter College of Arts and Letters
and chairman of the Cultural
Enhancement Series, provided
“a sneak peek” during the series’ final presentation of the
school year on Monday night.
Lee said that four performers have been set for the 20122013 Cultural Enhancement
Series.
The Manhattan-based Birdland Jazz Club was the first

group Lee mentioned.
“You all have spoken, and
you love your jazz and feel
that we haven’t done enough
of it,” Lee said.
Ailey II, a dance group
from the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, will also
be performing next season.
Founded by world-renown
dancer Alvin Ailey, Ailey II
is best known for “merging
the passion of the country’s
best young dance talent with
the creative vision of today’s
outstanding emerging choreographers,” according to the
troupe’s website.
Male vocal group Chanticleer is another performance

group coming to WKU as part
of the Cultural Enhancement
Series. Calling themselves “an
orchestra of voices,” Chanticleer has performed with a variety of vocalists as well as the
New York, San Francisco and
St. Paul orchestras, according
to the group’s website.
The last speaker Lee mentioned was author, radio personality and storyteller Garrison Keillor. Keillor hosts
the internationally syndicated
radio show “A Prairie Home
Companion” and has published books for both children
and adults.
Lee’s announcement of
Keillor brought audible gasps

You all have spoken, and you love your
jazz and feel that we haven’t done
enough of it."
—DAVID LEE
Dean of the Potter College of Arts and Letters

from audience members, particularly faculty.
“I know — I’m excited
too,” Lee said.
The 2012-2013 Cultural Enhancement series will
mark the 15th year that Pot-

ter College of Arts and Letters has sponsored the event.
The 2011-2012 series brought
journalist James Fallows, Ben
& Jerry’s Jerry Greenfield and
playwright Ntozake Shange to
the WKU campus.

Community Amenities

Clubhouse with WIFI access Exciting community events Free
resident & guest parking Game room with lounge areas
Maintenance 24/7 Modern fitness center Picnic areas w/ grills
Resident lounge Sand volleyball court Sparkling pool Tanning dome

Unit Amenities
Individual leases Fully furnished High speed internet access in
bedrooms Full kitchen Private full size washer & dryer
Private bathrooms Private patio or balcony

Free rent on the month of your birthday,
and 2 free months of rent when you sign
your lease!

The Pointe at Western
270.781.5600
720 Patton Way Bowling Green, KY 42104
www.campusapts.com/pointewestern

Find us on Facebook & Twitter
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Iraq veteran, businessman partner to find veterans jobs
By NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com

Despite the fact that Bryan
Anderson lost both legs and his
left hand, he insists nothing has
changed.
The Iraq veteran was injured
after an explosion while he was
deployed in 2005. He told his
story to WKU students and
community members on April
3.
Because of his experience,
Anderson said he wanted to
help veterans across the country, so he began working with
USA Cares to help find jobs for
veterans.
USA Cares is an organization that provides financial and
advocacy assistance to post
9/11 military veterans and their
families, according to its website.
“It’s important for everybody to get jobs, especially
returning veterans, because
they have great work skills that
don’t get utilized,” Anderson
said after his speech.
After being inspired by Anderson’s story, Bowling Green
businessman Terry Scariot,
who is a partner with Remington Partners, began working with USA Cares. Scariot
eventually partnered with Anderson to create the Sgt. Bryan
Anderson Jobs for Kentucky

Veterans Fund.
“I was very impressed with
the caseworkers’ care and
compassion,” Scariot said. “I
wanted to involve them with
WKU.”
Since working together, the
two have become close friends.
The military connection
in Scariot’s family runs deep.
Scariot’s father served in World
War II.
Although his father served
in his younger years, he wasn’t
able to talk about the experience until he was older. Scariot
remembers his father telling
him one day there were eight
people playing cards, and the
next day there were only four.
Scariot almost went overseas himself. He was enlisted
to go to Vietnam, but the war
ended right before he was
scheduled to leave.
“By luck of time and place,
I didn’t serve, even though I
would have liked to,” he said.
Scariot also said his success
in the business world can be
attributed to the soldiers fighting overseas.
“I’m trying to give back,”
he said. “I’ve had a successful
business career, and without
the freedom that our soldiers
protect, that might not be the
case.”
The funding is available to
graduating KCTCS or WKU

SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Bryan Anderson delivers a keynote address April 3 in the Downing University Center Auditorium. Anderson lost
both of his legs and his left hand when he was hit by an improvised explosive device during his second tour of
duty in Iraq.

veterans.
Loni White, communications manager for USA Cares,
said the funds are to help veterans with any costs associated
with finding a job.
“The unemployment rate
of veterans is almost double
that of regular citizens,” White

said. “These are people who
are mostly deployed more than
once and are coming back without resources to find a job.”
White said this includes
costs such as gas, hotel or
plane ticket money to get to
interviews, or moving a family
across states after accepting a

new job.
“We want there to be no financial barrier to the graduated
veteran trying to get a job,” she
said.
WKU is the only major university to be included in the
funding, because Scariot is from
Bowling Green, Scariot said.

Students improving local businesses
By TYLER PROCHAZKA
news@wkuherald.com

While other classes are stuck in
the buildings at WKU, the university’s entrepreneurship program is
throwing tradition to the wind.
Wil Clouse, the executive director of the Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, is teaching a
“hands-on” entrepreneurship class
to revitalize businesses in Bowling
Green.
The class, Entrepreneurship
496, is a capstone class for entrepreneurship students and is crafted
to teach entrepreneurial techniques
outside of the classroom. The class

is also available to others in the
Gordon Ford College of Business.
This semester, students are
studying nine businesses in Bowling Green’s Fountain Square. Each
business has been observed by
groups of students in the class, and
an action plan will be developed
to help stimulate economic activity for these businesses and in the
square.
“It’s an innovative and creative
class that develops new and innovative ideas for rejuvenating small
business,” Clouse said.
The strategic study will analyze
each small business and its products individually. In addition, the

owners will be asked a series of
questions in order to craft a strategy
to improve their business.
The studies will culminate in a
presentation, potentially in a public
conference hall, to show other merchants the improvements that were
made to these businesses.
“(We want to help them) see
new visions for their products and
develop new revenue streams,”
Clouse said.
The strategy the students are using, the “Sante Fe Effect,” was developed by Clouse. Clouse said it
has been successful in other cities,
such as Miami, in reinvigorating
the downtown area.

Tiffany Guy has worked with
Barbara Stewart Interiors and
said the experience will aid her
in her goal to own her business
when she is older.
For Guy, the course has allowed her to learn far more quickly than learning in the classroom.
“There are always unexpected things, or opportunities that
come from learning hands-on,”
she said. “It becomes more ingrained when you are actively
doing something.”
Bowling Green senior Jarrod
Connally said in an email he and
his group have gone to study his
company twice to analyze their

business strategy. He said he has
spent around six hours a week
in the classroom and developing
the report for the business.
However, he said he would
recommend the course to other
students for the real-world experience — and to put on a resume.
“There is pressure from an actual business that wants the information we’re gathering, and they
are relying on us to help them,”
he said. “Sitting in class reading about strategy is one thing,
but going into a store and saying
we need to shift your strategy is
a whole different level of learning.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Earth Day events to promote hope, involvement in
environmentalism
WKU’s Office of Sustainability is continuing this year’s Earth Day celebration
with two speakers on Wednesday, April 18.
Actor Carl Lombardi will give two performances of Dr. Seuss’ “The Lorax” that
day, at noon at the Faculty House and at
3:30 p.m. in the Mass Media and Technology Hall auditorium, according to the office’s
website. Audience members are encouraged
to bring a lunch to the noon performance.
Kohl Crecelius, founder and CEO of
Krochet Kids International, will speak
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in the Mass Media auditorium.
Krochet Kids International is a nonprofit organization that teaches people in
developing countries how to crochet and, in
turn, rise above poverty, according to their
website.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian
Ryan-Downing said she is “so excited” for
the speakers and for this year’s Earth Day
festivities.
“I’ve seen [Lombardi] perform ‘The
Lorax’ before, and it’s really fun and really

good,” Ryan-Downing said. “And Kohl has
this really great story to tell that’s inspiring,
especially for young people.”
GreenTopper president Morgan Mickelson said she’s been “waiting for this month
all semester.”
“Now it’s crunch time,” Mickelson said.
“To prepare for the events, I have been focusing on getting the word out to all students. We have great things going on, and
I hope everyone gets involved. It will be
a great way everyone can learn while also
having fun and celebrating Earth Day.”
The celebration’s main event is the
Earth Day Festival in the Downing University Center Courtyard and Centennial
Mall from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on April
20, which will feature music, activities,
booths, and giveaways, according to the
office’s website.
Ryan-Downing said this year is “Earth
Day done up right.”
“My favorite thing about Earth Day
this year is that it’s inspiring and hopeful — not the doom and gloom normally
associated with conservation,” she said.
“It’s very important for students to see the
positive side.”
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Vote for your favorites in and around
Bowling Green to enter for a chance
to win an iPad or WKU gear!

First and Last Name:

Preferred E-mail:

800
WKU 800#:

You can choose to vote in one category or all 50, but please
only vote for businesses located in the Bowling Green/Warren
County area. Only WKU students, faculty and staff are
eligible to vote, and each ballot MUST include a valid 800
number. All entries must be received by 4:30 p.m. April 20.
You can only enter once, either online at wkuherald.com OR by
returning this paper ballot to the Student Publications Center.

FOOD
Best Breakfast Place:
Best Coffee House:
Best Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Place:
Best Late Night Meal Place:
Best Mexican Restaurant:
Best Pizza Place:
Best Place for Appetizers:

SHOPPING
HEALTH & BEAUTY

Best
Bookstore:
B B
k

Best
Nail
Salon:
B N
il S
l
Best Clothing Store:
Best Place for a Haircut:
Best Flower Shop:
Best Place to Workout:
Best Liquor Store:
Best Tanning Salon:
Best Place to Bargain Shop:

PLACES & SERVICES

Best Place to Buy WKU Gear:

Best Bank or Credit Union:
Best Place for Dessert:

Best Sports Store:
Best Car Wash:

Best Place to Eat Healthy:
Best Cell Phone Service:
Best Restaurant:
Best Off-Campus Housing:
Best Sandwich Place:
Best Place for Worship:
Best Sushi Place:
Best Place to be Spoiled by

ENTERTAINMENT

Your Parents:

Best B
Bar:
B
Best Place to Study:
Best Place for Happy Hour:
Best Place to Take a Date:
Best Place for Karaoke:

ON-CAMPUS
B
i ttii ((non-Greek)
G k):
Bestt C
Campus O
Organization
Best Fraternity:
Best Major:
Best On-Campus Event:
Best On-Campus Housing:
Best Place to Eat on Campus:
Best Professor:

RECREATION
Best Place for Live Music:

Bestt B
B
Bike
ik Sh
Shop:

Best Sorority:

Best Radio Station:

Best Golf Course:

Best WKU Athletic Team:

Best Sports Bar:

Best Place for Outdoor Recreation:

Best WKU Landmark:
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Fishing tournament raising money for cause
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By MONTA REINFELDE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Those fishing in the eighth annual
Black Bag Classic tournament aren’t
casting lines out for personal pride, but
rather for a greater cause.
All the money raised in the event
will be donated to Big Brothers Big
Sisters of South Central Kentucky, as
well as spent on prizes for the best
fishermen of the day.
“If WKU students have boats, then
we highly encourage them to participate in the event, because the money
is going to the cause that everyone can
support,” said Kara Foxx, a Cinncinnati senior.
Foxx is a member of the Hilltopper Black Bag Classic Fishing tournament public relations committee this
year and participates in the tournament
planning as a part of her class.
The tournament, hosted by the recreation program planning class at WKU,

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

takes place on April 28 at Nolin Lake
Kentucky from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Black Bag Classic got its name
because fisherman participating in the
event can weigh their catch every hour
in a black bag, so the other contestants
do not see how big or small the fish
was, and then release it back in the
lake, said Trinity Gonzalez, evening
program coordinator at WKU.
“Every hour, we give away the first,
second and third place for the big fish
of that hour,” Gonzalez said. “At the
end of the day, we give a prize for the
biggest fish of the day — $500.”
To participate in the tournament,
each fisherman has to have his or her
own boat, liability insurance and fishing equipment. The registration fee is
$35 per person or $60 per team. A team
is limited to two people per boat.
“So far, we have four cash sponsors,” Gonzalez said. “They include
Houchens Industries, Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity, Semper/Exeter Paper Com-

pany and Critter Creations Taxidermy.
We have several other sponsors who
donated items, but cash sponsors are
the big thing, because that money goes
straight to Big Brothers and Big Sisters.”
Pre-registration for the Black Bag
Fishing tournament ends on April 15.
On-site registration will be held at Red
Roof Barbeque on Fri., April 18, from
6 to 9 p.m. and on Sat., April 19, from
4 to 6 a.m. To register, log onto www.
wku.edu/hilltopperclassic/
All students who can’t participate in
the Black Bag Classic Fishing tournament but wish to contribute to the event
can go to DUC any day until April 28
and buy a raffle ticket for $1 or 12 tickets for $10 and enter to win prizes that
include T-shirts, workout classes, Olive Garden gift card and a stay at the
hotel Holliday Inn, Foxx said.
Money earned from selling raffle
tickets also will be donated to Big
Brothers and Big Sisters as well.

If WKU students
have boats,
then we highly
encourage them
to participate
in the event,
because the
money is going
to the cause that
everyone can
support."
— KARA FOXX
Cinncinnati senior

View
of the

Hill
MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD

Louisville junior John Dobson,
a graphic design major, sits on
a ledge and draws a landscape
during his Drawing 240 class as
students pass by on campus
near the Fine Arts Center.

New, free app allows
checking restaurant
wait times in advance
By SIDNEY BLANFORD
diversions@wkuherald.com

You can now “know before you go,” instead of driving to your favorite local restaurant only to be greeted by a 30-minute
wait.
Thanks to the new free app WhyWait,
available for iPhone and Android Smartphone users, you can now see wait times
for your favorite restaurants in Bowling
Green before you arrive in the parking lot.
Originator of the idea, CEO and president of WhyWait Eric Littleton, said the
original thought behind the app was to inform customers of wait times before they
got to the restaurant.
“The thing about the wait time is it’s
controlled by the restaurant,” Littleton said.
“It’s not us doing anything — it’s all the
restaurant.”
COO/CFO of the company, Jon Matar
said one unique feature of the WhyWait app
is you get completely accurate information
provided directly from the restaurant itself.
“Everything you see on the WhyWait
app about a restaurant has been uploaded
by the restaurant itself,” Matar said. “The
deals, events, happy hour — that is all posted by the restaurants.”
Recently released for public use, the
company is currently working with 30
Bowling Green restaurants. Bowling Green
native and WKU alumnus Jay Brown,
WhyWait Operations Manager, said the
process for restaurants is fairly simple.
“It’s basically like a Facebook for restaurants,” Brown said.
Restaurants create an account/profile
through whywaittheapp.com, and from
there they are given an Android tablet
where they can instantly update wait times,
which are sent directly to users’ phones,
Brown said.
Initially designed to put customers at
ease, Littleton said they worked to find incentives for restaurants to want to give out
their wait times via the app.
“The big thing that changed everything
was when we gave restaurants that control
over their profile,” Matar said.
Although only 30 restaurants are currently working with WhyWait and have
premium profiles, the app serves almost
like the Yellow Pages, supplying names

and contacts for all Bowling Green eateries, Brown said.
A feature Brown said he finds unique
is the ability to mark premium profile restaurants as favorites. By marking favorites,
users are put onto a list to receive push notifications of deals and events.
Debuting in Bowling Green, Littleton,
Brown and Matar all agreed that the goal is
to get feedback, enhance the app and then
move onto to all major cities.
“Basically, we’re trying to conquer the
world,” Brown said. “No, basically, we’re
starting in Bowling Green and really trying
to get feedback from users and restaurant
owners.”
The WhyWait team contacted several
restaurants in the Louisville and Lexington
areas. Brown said they hope to be covering
those cities within the next two weeks. As
the app covers more ground, it will centralize to exact locations, so users aren’t left
sifting through hundreds of restaurants.
“It’s not an app that you can take national right away,” Matar said. “We’re going to continue to develop it, get feedback
and enhance it.”
The app was released in beta form,
which Brown explained to be similar to a
test run.
“We put this out to get feedback from
customers and the restaurants to make sure
we’re going in the right direction,” Littleton said.

WhyWait information
■ When: Now available to all
iPhone and Android Smartphone
users
■ Cost: Free to download on all
phones
■ What: Can see Bowling Green
restaurant’s wait times, locations,
websites, deals, happy hours,
events, etc.
■ How: Restaurants can create
profiles through WhyWaitTheApp.
com to give their customers
accurate information
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Students shed shoes during TOMS event
By TYLER PROCHAZKA
news@wkuherald.com

College students and other
activists shed their shoes and
went barefoot Tuesday as part
of the TOMS Shoes company’s
international “One Day Without
Shoes” event.
For each pair of shoes
purchased from TOMS, the
company provides a pair of
shoes to children in need,
according to the company’s
website. The “One Day Without
Shoes” event is meant to
promote the charitable aspect
of TOMS as well as raise
awareness of individuals who
don’t have access to shoes.
Across WKU, some students
walked
around
campus
completely barefoot.
McMinnville,
Tenn.,
sophomore Zach Younglove

and his friend, Louisville
sophomore Randy Cook, didn’t
let social convention stop
them from eating dinner with
their feet exposed in Downing
University Center. To them, the
cause was worth the pain they
endured throughout the day.
“I can’t tell you how many
times I’ve stubbed a toe today,”
Cook said.
Cook created a Facebook
event for the “One Day Without
Shoes” at WKU. On Tuesday, the
event page listed 32 people who
said they would go without shoes.
Cook said he promoted the
event in order to raise awareness
of why it’s critical that people
have access to shoes.
“I want people to realize we
are extremely lucky and blessed
to have shoes,” Cook said.
However, while Younglove
said the event was ultimately

successful, Cook said it was
not as well promoted this year,
so fewer people took part at
WKU.
Even if students did not
participate in the “One Day
Without Shoes” event, Cook
said students could still get
involved by just buying a
pair of TOMS or donating old
shoes to Goodwill.
Younglove,
who
participated last year as well,
said he thought the event was
important because it draws
attention to children who have
gotten foot diseases as a result
of not wearing shoes. He said
it can disrupt their education, as
it is difficult for them to walk to
school.
“Millions of kids suffer from
(this),” he said.
So while students only had
to endure one day of going

Ultimate Fun

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

Zach Younglove, a sophomore from McMinnville, Tenn., walks barefoot
to his dorm on Tuesday as part of the TOMS annual Day Without Shoes
challenge. Intending to raise awareness about impoverished children living
without footwear, Younglove chose to go without shoes for a full week.

shoeless, both Younglove and
Cook agreed many children
have it much worse.

Issues with Topnet
affect registration
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

Scottsville junior Nick Carter looks to throw a disc around Glasgow senior Erin Napier during a pickup
game of Ultimate Frisbee in front of Preston Center Tuesday.

“This is what some people go
through every day,” Younglove
said.

Two weeks after the TopNet
system went down, the system
experienced another problem
Wednesday morning.
Wednesday was the first day
for fall registration, opening up
for students who have priority
registration.
Some of the 6,000 priority
registration
students
were
unable to access the site when
registration opened at 5 a.m.
Paducah junior Anna Vied
was one of many people woke up
a little before 5 a.m. to register.
When
TopNet
wouldn’t
load, she took her frustration to
Facebook, where she saw others
complaining about the system.
“Facebook had exploded with
TopNet hate,” Vied said.
On Twitter, students used
hashtags
like
#notsleeping
and #seriously to voice their
frustration.
Vied said she decided to try
to open TopNet one more time

before giving up, around 5:30 a.m.
“I was about to give up, but
then I refreshed it, and it went
up,” Vied said.
Gordon Johnson, director
of Administrative Systems and
Applications for Information
Technology, said the problem
doesn’t seem to have been
widespread.
“It didn’t last for more than 30
minutes,” Johnson said.
Johnson said he was alerted to
the problem at 6 a.m. He said there
were three calls and one email to
Helpdesk about the problem.
The Honors College also
didn’t receive any complaints
from students about TopNet.
Because so few people alerted
IT about the issue with TopNet,
Johnson said IT staff monitored
the system from 4:55 a.m. to 6
a.m. on Thursday to see if any
other issues appeared.
Johnson said no problems
were experienced on Thursday
and that IT is still investigating
the problem from Wednesday
morning.
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Pitching staff continues scoreless streak
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com

NASHVILLE — WKU took its
strong pitching on the road Wednesday, getting its third shutout win in a
row at Belmont.
WKU (24-15-1 Sun Belt Conference) beat Belmont (8-27) 3-0 in
a game where Lady Topper pitching
continued their streak of 22 straight
innings without giving up a run.
The first five innings were quiet
for both teams. WKU had just one
hit, coming on a first inning single
by sophomore outfielder Kelsie
Mattox, who was later called out at
second on a steal attempt.
Junior right-hander Kim Wagner, despite being wild at times, had
given up just one hit, had five strikeouts with one walk and hit two batters after five innings of work.
Freshman infielder Preslie Cruce
backed up Wagner’s performance in
the circle by breaking the scoreless
tie in the sixth with a solo home run
to left-center. It was her third home
run in the last six games.
Sophomore infielder Olivia Watkins came up to bat with runners
on second and third in the seventh
and singled up the middle to score
two more runs and bring the score
to 3-0.
Junior pitcher Brittanie Albright
pitched a clean seventh inning to get
her first save of the season, giving
WKU the 3-0 victory.
Albright has had limited time
in the circle as she worked through
some mechanical and confidence
issues but said she felt comfortable
getting some in-game action again.
“I felt good and confident. I’ve

been working on that a lot,” she
said. “That’s what I’ve been struggling on this whole season, and I’ve
just been training that, listening to
positive things.”
Albright had a strikeout in her
inning-long appearance and didn’t
surrender any hits on her way to
closing the door for the Lady Toppers.
Wagner moved to 10-4 on the
season and bumped her ERA down
to 2.40 on the season.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said that
she was pleased with how Wagner
and the rest of her pitchers have responded in practice after a winless
series on March 31 and April 1 at
North Texas.
“Situations like North Texas and
the challenging practices that we’ve
had after that, they either bring out
the best in you or cause you to retreat,” Perry said. “So far, all of our
pitchers have responded in a positive manner.”
Perry pointed out Wagner and
Albright in particular. Additionally,
sophomore Emily Rousseau has
given up just two hits and recorded
15 strikeouts in her last 13 innings
pitched. For the season, Rousseau is
11-7 with an ERA of 2.21 and 107
strikeouts. She leads the team in all
three categories.
Perry said the way Albright
pitched may earn her a start in the
future.
“It’s the same thing when we
use pinch hitters and people like
Albright,” Perry said. “If they have
a good performance the time that
we do call their number then we’ll
be looking even more to call their
number again.”

JUSTIN PHILALACK/HERALD

Top: Sophomore Kelsie Mattox
cheers while a Lady Topper is at
bat during a game against Belmont at E.S. Rose Park in Nashville Wednesday. WKU defeated
Belmont, 3-0.
Right: Sophomore Kelsie Mattox
slides safely into second base
against Belmont.

I felt good and confident.
I’ve been working on
that a lot."
—BRITTANIE ALBRIGHT
Junior pitcher
JUSTIN PHILALACK/HERALD

■ SPORTS BRIEF
WKU hosting inaugural 'Super Hilltopper
Weekend'
WKU athletics will host the
inaugural “Super Hilltopper
Weekend” this Saturday and
Sunday, based around several
home athletic events.
Included in the weekend’s
events will be WKU’s annual
spring football game, kicking
off at 6 p.m. on Saturday in

Smith Stadium.
The game is free to the public, with the first 500 students
receiving a free T-shirt upon
entering.
Additionally, one fan will
have the chance to win two tickets for a Tim McGraw and Kenny Chesney concert at LP Field
in Nashville on June 23, while
one WKU student will have
the chance to win two sideline
passes for WKU’s game against

Kentucky in Lexington on Sept.
15.
Campus Activities Board
and Greek Affairs will sponsor
a free tailgate for WKU students
on South Lawn from 3 to 6 p.m.,
with Big Red and head football
coach Willie Taggart appearing
at 4 p.m.
Also taking place on Saturday will be the Hilltopper
Relays, hosted by WKU track
and field at the Ruter Track and

COLUMN

Spring football:
The ultimate tease
It’s 9:30 on a Thursday night.
Here stands a 20-year-old casually
walking into the front door of a certain
College Street bar with four of his buddies.
“Hey, cool,” he thinks. “This’ll be
a good time.” Only the sign out front
says no one under 21 is allowed after
10.
“But it’s 9:30. So I’m cool.”
Our 20-year-old friend sits at a table
with his buddies. He’s talking, having a
good time. “Oh, hey, there’s… from the
jungle mixer… Sarah? Jessica? Hmm.
Hey, sweet, someone turned on ‘Jack
and Diane.’ Hold on, I know the words!
‘Changes come around real soon make
us go swimmin’ again!’ Wait, ‘make us
live on a whim’? ‘Make us women and
men’? Ah, who cares?”
It’s 10:15, and our underage friend
is having a great time. But little does he
know, it’s all about to get taken away
from him.
Soon, a large man with a 5 o’clock
shadow walks up to the table. He wants
to check IDs.
Our friend, always too scared to get
a fake, removes his driver’s license.
He hangs his head, knowing he’s been
bested.
The large man squints at the picture
of our friend from his floppy-haired,
letter jacket-wearing teenage years
then looks at the date.
“Come back in a few months,” he
says.
Our friend’s night is done before it
hardly began, and he must wait until he
can come back for good.
That’s exactly the feeling college
football guys like myself will soon be
experiencing.
The signing classes are set.
The coaching carousel, save for a
motorcycle joy ride, has stopped.
I can lean out a classroom window
and hear shoulder pads cracking and

coaches cussing at spring practices.
Heck, the local team is even playing a live scrimmage open to the public
this Saturday.
Surely we must be
just days away from
the first run through
the “T,” the first dotting of the “i,” the
first flight of the War
Eagle, the first 3:30
BRAD STEPHENS
afternoon
Upon Further Review Saturday
sports@wkuherald.com chortle of Verne Lundquist?!
Nope. Because after Saturday, after
we watch 80 guys play for steak and
Jolly Ranchers while coaches pray no
one gets hurt, it’ll all be over until August.
There’s no crueler tease in the sports
world than spring football.
In every other sport, there’s a definitive off-season in which nothing happens on the field that resembles what
happens during the season.
But for some reason, it’s a college
football tradition that, right after basketball ends, we be shown real live
practices and an open intrasquad scrimmage before shutting it down for four
months.
It’s a tradition that’s downright frustrating.
I’ll wait patiently for the night of
Aug. 30, when South Carolina and
Vanderbilt officially kick off the season.
Between now and then, I’ll tune in to
hear Tammy and Legend “hang up and
listen” to Finebaum, thumb through
Phil Steele’s season preview, check out
WKU kicker ratings on the new NCAA
’13 or do whatever else it takes to get
me there.
Yes, college football will be back,
kinda, sorta, on Saturday.
We just won’t see it again for a few
months.

For more coverage check out

WKUHERALD.COM

Field Complex.
The meet, which is scheduled
to last from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
will also feature the “Fastest
Kid in Bowling Green” contest.
In the contest, the fastest boy and girl from different
grade levels at Bowling Green
Independent and Warren County Schools will compete in a
100-meter dash at 3 p.m.
Participants and winners will
be recognized at halftime of the

spring football game.
WKU softball will also host
a doubleheader against Florida
International at 1 and 3 p.m. on
Saturday at the WKU Softball
Complex.
The Lady Toppers will host a
“Bring Your Dog, Enjoy A Dog”
Day in which fans can bring a
pet to the game, and hot dogs
will be sold for $1.
— Brad Stephens
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COMPETE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

He said that competitive nature is what
he was looking for when he put his squad
together.
“You look at our team and how we
drafted. We drafted our top competitors
on our football team,” Mathies said.
Head Coach Willie Taggart said it’s
good to see his team embracing the chance
to get a win, no matter what the stakes are.
“Our guys really get fired up when it
comes time to compete,” he said. “Guys

TEAMS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I thought about getting steaks and
Jolly Ranchers,” he said. “It’s not fun to
lose, so I ante-upped a little bit. You lose,
you get a Jolly Rancher. You win, you get
a nice, juicy steak.”
Taggart will be acting as “commissioner” for WKU as Mathies coaches the red
squad and quarterbacks coach Nick Sheridan leads the white squad.
Sheridan said while he isn’t the type to
guarantee a win, he thinks his squad will
come out ready to compete with the red
squad.
“Everyone on our team is fired up,”
he said. “It’s been a good spring — some
good days, some bad days for both sides of
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want to win, coaches want to win and
that’s exciting to see.”
Saturday’s scrimmage, which is free to
the public, will close out the spring practice season. The Toppers will not hit the
field as a team again until later this summer.
One of the major differences between
the spring game and a regular season
game is clock management. The clock
will run continuously throughout the second half of Saturday’s scrimmage, leading to a shorter half with more hustle from
the players.
Taggart said while the team made a lot

of improvements over the course of the
last four weeks, there is still room for the
Toppers to improve.
“I think as a whole we’ve gotten better at things we’ve wanted to — passing,
throwing the football, protecting the quarterback and catching. Then defensively,
tackling, we still can do a better job of
that,” he said.
The Topper defense has drawn both
praise and criticism from the coach this
spring.
Taggart said he wants to see more
speed from the defense, tomorrow night
as well as next season.

“We want a fast defense that when a
guy gets tackled. You want to see 11 guys
to the ball every single time,” he said. “If
we can do that consistently, we’re going
to have a really, really good football team
here at WKU in Bowling Green, Kentucky.”
Taggart said the added atmosphere
of Saturday’s game should motivate his
team to perform at a high level.
“How things were this spring, I can
only imagine what it’s gonna be like in
this game in front of a lot of fans,” he said.
“I’m sure those guys are gonna come up,
show up and show out on Saturday.”

the ball — and our guys really get juiced
up when it’s competitive environments.
Plus there’ll be fans in the stands, so our
guys will be ready to go on both sides.”
Both squads, whose lineups were determined in a pick-up-game style draft last
week, have plenty of starters.
The white squad has senior starting
quarterback Kawaun Jakes and junior linebacker Andrew Jackson, the team’s leading tackler last season.
The red squad, on the other hand, looks
to be deeper at offensive line and defensive
back.
The red squad will also start redshirt
freshman quarterback James Mauro tomorrow night. Mathies said while fans
may be excited about seeing Jakes behind
the center again, they have an interesting
chance to see Jakes’ backup throw the ball.

“(Mauro)’s got a big arm. He’s really
smart, he’s a tall kid and I think our fans
are going to be excited about the future of
quarterback here at WKU,” Mathies said.
Taggart said the two teams are too
close for him to call the winner.
“The last two years I could have predicted which team was going to win –
this year I really can’t,” he said. “I think
they’re evenly matched. It’s going to be a
really, really good ballgame.”
The coaches are hoping the game this
year is different than last season in at least
one area — the weather.
Last season, fans endured temperatures in the lower-40s and light rain during the scrimmage. The forecast for Saturday night calls for warmer weather and
no rain.
Sheridan said he hopes the weather can

motivate fans to fill the stands.
“I know there’s a lot of things to be
excited with with our program right now,
so we’re hoping to get a lot of people to
come support us,” he said.
Mathies, who claimed anything other
than a red squad win would be “uncivilized,” said tomorrow’s game is an opportunity for the entire team to improve and
compete.
“It’s a backyard brawl,” he said. “It’s
us vs. them, and at the end of the day we’ll
be WKU, but on Saturday at six o’clock,
it’s red vs. white, it’s Coach Mathies vs.
Coach Sheridan’s team. I expect to win.”
As for the post-game rewards, Jakes
said his opponents on the red squad should
be ready for a dinner of Jolly Ranchers.
“The red team better get their sweet
tooth going,” Jakes said.

BASKETBALL

Spring signing period begins for WKU
By JORDAN WELLS
sports@wkuherald.com

While many college basketball fans celebrated the
start of the spring signing period on April 11, WKU
fans are having to take a “wait and see” approach to
find out what recruits their program will sign.
Men’s head coach Ray Harper has two scholarships at his disposal, with senior guard Kahlil McDonald's graduation and freshman guard Derrick
Gordon announcing his plans to transfer.
Meanwhile, the women’s program and new head
coach Michelle Clark-Heard have four after the departure of rising junior forward Mimi Hill.
Possible targets for the men’s team include guards
Jacobby Bledsoe, Darrell Combs, Jalen Pendleton
and Andre Applewhite.
Bledsoe, whose Rivals.com offer list includes Oregon State, Dayton, Drake and several others, told
the Herald in March that he’s deciding between WKU
and Northern Illinois.
“I’ve had a long relationship with (NIU Head
Coach) Mark Montgomery since I was younger,” he
said. “But I really like the atmosphere at WKU and

Coach Harper.”
Combs, a 6-foot-1 senior
guard from Thornwood High
School in South Holland, Ill.,
said he’s deciding between
WKU and Cleveland State.
He visited WKU’s campus
last weekend, with his visit
to Cleveland State scheduled
for this weekend.
“It’s a beautiful campus,”
Combs said of his visit to
WKU. “Just a really beautiful place. Great gymnasium DARRELL COMBS
facilities too.”
The 6-foot-2 Pendleton from
Bosse High School in Evansville also visited last
weekend.
Pendleton averaged 21 points and 8 rebounds per
game as a senior, helping Bosse to a 23-5 record.
He has an offer from Indiana State, with interest
coming from Tulane, Texas Christian, Middle Tennessee State and Morehead State.
Applewhite, a 6-foot-4 guard from Central High

School in Memphis, Tenn., has offers from Missouri, Tennessee, Auburn and Tulane, according to
247sports.com
He’s making an official visit to WKU’s campus
this weekend.
The women’s program has signed Green County
High School senior Micah Jones, and Jeffersonville
High School (Ind.) senior Jalynn McClain. Both
signed in the fall period under former head coach
Mary Taylor Cowles.
Top targets for Clark-Heard’s first recruiting class
include Leasia Wright and Portia Durrett.
A 5-foot-7 point guard prospect, Wright scored
21 points in the KHSAA Girls 2012 Sweet 16 state
championship final, leading Dupont Manual High
School to a 58-54 victory over Marion County High
School.
Durrett, a 6-foot-2 sophomore power forward,
played last season for Walters State Community College, a junior college. She graduated from Louisville
Seneca High School.
Durrett has visited WKU, Oklahoma, and Virginia
Commonwealth. She said she plans to visit South
Carolina this weekend and Memphis at some point.
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Hot Rods Matt Rice & Kes Carter
Former WKU Stars!

Professional Baseball
IN DOWNTOWN BG IS BACK!

College Night
$1 Drafts & $2 Food Specials

Thursday, April 19
Gates: 5:30 PM | Game: 6:35 PM
vs. Cedar Rapids (Future Angels)

$1
DRAFTS!
For fans 21 & over

$5
Box Seat
Ticket
with valid
College ID

Saturday Fireworks
presented by WBKO
Saturday, April 21
Gates: 6:00 PM | Game: 7:05 PM
vs. Cedar Rapids (Future Angels)

Feed Your Face Night
Game ticket & All-You-Can-Eat hamburgers,
hot dogs, nachos, and popcorn for just $12!
Monday, April 23 | Gates: 5:30 PM | Game: 6:35 PM
vs. Quad Cities (Future Cardinals)

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE HOT RODS
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Offense looks to
rebound against
Arkansas State
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

Matt Myers knows some
hitters that could help his
slumping WKU lineup.
“We’re going to get Matt
Rice, Kes Carter, (Wade)
Gaynor and (Chad) Cregar
and them to come back for
us,” a laughing Myers said
on Wednesday.
Unfortunately for the
Toppers’ first-year head
coach, none of those former
WKU sluggers will be walking up the dugout steps at
Nick Denes Field anytime
soon.
Myers will instead have
to get some increased production out of the players
already in his lineup if the
Toppers are to improve upon
their performance from last
weekend.
WKU (13-19, 5-7 Sun
Belt Conference) scored just
one run in the last two games
against Louisiana-Lafayette
last weekend, collecting one
hit in a 2-1 loss to the Ragin’
Cajuns on Sunday.
The meager offensive
output sealed a two-gamesto-one series defeat to ULL
despite the Topper pitching
staff holding the Ragin’ Cajuns to five runs over the entire weekend.

WKU didn’t have any
midweek games this week,
instead practicing all week
in preparation for a weekend
road series with Sun Belt
Conference rival Arkansas
State (19-15, 8-4).
Senior right fielder Ryan
Hutchison said the week off
from games has been a good
chance for hitters to re-think
their approaches at the plate.
“Obviously those pitchers kind of dictated what we
did a little bit,” he said of the
Ragin’ Cajuns. “We want
to be the ones dictating the
pitcher. I think that’s one of
our focuses this week.”
In the one game WKU
did win last weekend, a 6-2
victory on Friday, senior center fielder Jared Andreoli led
the way, going 3-for-5 with
two RBIs and a run scored.
The next two games, both
Topper losses, he went 0-for7.
“It comes down to when
’Oli has a good game we
win,” Myers said.
Sophomore first baseman
Scott Wilcox said Andreoli
or any other WKU hitter getting on a hot streak would
provide the spark the Topper
lineup needs.
“The saying goes that hitting is contagious,” Wilcox
said. “I think if one guy steps

RELAY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I decided to extend it to people here in
Bowling Green and Warren County, and I
got with our Media Relations folks, and
they got behind it, so here we are with the
first ‘Fastest Kid in Bowling Green.’”
Teams scheduled to compete at the Relays include Bellarmine, Central Michigan, Eastern Illinois, Marshall, Murray
State, SEMO, SIU-Edwardsville, Tiffin
and Vincennes.
For senior sprinter Cailean Robinson, this will only be his second outdoor meet for the season. After suffering a hamstring injury during the Sun
Belt Conference Indoor Championships, Robinson says he feels ready and
capable of competing.
“I’m feeling good at 100 percent and

up and puts a couple of good
at bats together, it can really
help us get some confidence
that we can do it.”
WKU will face one of its
toughest opponents on the
year on the mound on Friday
in Arkansas State right-hander Jacob Lee.
Lee was named Preseason Sun Belt Pitcher of
the Year in 2011. So far this
season, he’s 3-1 with a 3.17
ERA.
“We’re facing one of
the best arms in our league
Friday night in Lee,” Myers said. “Just like Tanner
(Perkins), Matt Ridings,
you could say Justin Hageman — when your guy is on
the mound, your team plays
higher than maybe what you
expect it to. We’re going to
get their best because their
best is on the mound.”
The series will have Sun
Belt ramifications for WKU,
which goes into the series
No. 7 in league standings.
Only the league’s top
eight teams qualify for the
conference
tournament,
which WKU will host.
“I’m worried about getting ourselves up (in Sun
Belt standings),” Myers said.
“We’ve got a chance every
weekend to take teams and
put them below us.”

excited to compete,” he said.
Robinson, who is also part of the
4x400-meter relay B-Team, has one rival competition on the team, sophomore
sprinter De’Myco Winston.
“This weekend, I’m running to beat
C-Rob’s PR (in the 200). It’s 21, so I’m
gonna have to take that off the roster,”
Winston said.
Along with runners, jumpers and
throwers preparing for this weekend,
WKU facility staff members have also
been working on logistics for the meet behind the scenes.
Rick French, director of athletic events/
event parking manager, says he has been
preparing for the past three weeks.
“We’ve been working on getting the
fields ready at least two to three weeks out,”
he said. “The coaches get the tournament logistics ready, and we help with the grounds,
facility needs … all that good jazz.”

TRACK & FIELD

‘Track dominator’ making
most of brief career
By CHELA COUNTS
sports@wkuherald.com

Most track athletes begin running
long before they get to college. But for
sophomore sprinter Gelela Cooley, life
on the track began during her junior year
of high school.
Cooley, a Gainesville, Fla., native,
recently became the second-fastest performer in Lady Topper history after her
performance in the 400-meter dash during last weekend’s Pepsi Florida Relays.
She contributes her
short success to one
person — her mom.
“In high school,
they gave us workouts, but my mom
pretty much helped
me and taught me
how to run,” she
said. “I also ran
cross-country
in Cooley
high school and
that helped me get better as well.”
By the end of her senior year, Cooley
finished second in the 3A state finals in
both the 200- and 400-meter dashes. She
was also ranked 23rd in the country for
the 400-meters with a time of 54.16.
Cooley said she can vividly remember
what it was like to run track for the first
time ever at Gainesville High School.
“My first year I got beat, but then I
started getting better, and the next year, I
started beating everyone,” she said.
Upon graduating, Cooley said she received acceptance letters from schools
like LSU and Jacksonville State University. But she chose to come to WKU.
“It felt more like a family when I came
to visit, and even though you’re competing, you’re not really competing that
much like you would at a big school,”
Cooley said. “At bigger schools, you
have to compete with others just to even

get to go to another school meet to run.”
Those who meet Cooley for the very
first time have described her as calm,
quiet or reserved, but her friends and
family members call her the “Track
Dominator,” a name she gave herself one
day while on Twitter.
“I got on Twitter one day, and everyone was talking about #TeamTrack, so I
said that I wanted to give myself a track
name, and I came up with Track Dominator,” Cooley said. “I’m always dominating the track and getting better and
better.”
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said that
Cooley has lots of potential as a young
member on the team.
“She’s getting better and still has a
long way to go, but she does have a lot
of potential… She’s really starting to
come around, and we just want to keep
her healthy and humble,” Jenkins said.
“She’s got a very bright future in the
sport of track and field.”
Although her daughter is more than
10 hours away from home, Robvetral
Cooley does her best to come to every
meet.
She said she’s proud of her daughter
and supports not just her child but others
on the team as well.
“Whether they be in Alabama, Mississippi, or Arkansas — wherever they
are running, that’s where I am going to
be,” Robvetral Cooley said. “I don’t just
come to see her run — I come to see the
whole team.”
Along with accomplishing goals on
the track, after earning her degree in social work, Cooley said she hopes to one
day help kids who are less fortunate than
she is. She said she chose the major because of her younger brother and sisters.
“I love kids, and I wouldn’t want
to see my little brother or sisters done
wrong or placed somewhere,” Cooley
said.
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WKU spring
game chance
to compete
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Freshman quarterback James Mauro is wrapped up during practice last Saturday at Smith Stadium. The team will hold the
annual Red vs. White game at 6 p.m. Saturday.

RED vs. WHITE

SEE COMPETE, PAGE 12

white

team notables

Taggart: Red, white teams even for Saturday’s spring game
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD

Sophomore wide receiver Willie McNeal, left, and sophomore wide receiver
Rico Brown, right, laugh after practice Thursday morning in Smith Stadium.

It doesn’t really matter who wins the
spring game scrimmage, right?
Don’t tell that to Eric Mathies, WKU’s
defensive line coach and head coach of the
red squad.
“I’m not going to guarantee a victory, but
I’m going to guarantee a victory,” he said
with a laugh at WKU’s final spring practice
Thursday.
After practicing for the past four weeks,
the last event remaining this spring is Saturday night’s spring game, a public intrasquad
scrimmage starting at 6 p.m. to close out the
spring schedule.
Mathies, along with the rest of the team,
has a little extra motivation to try and get the
win at the scrimmage. Head Coach Willie
Taggart said earlier this week he was thinking of ways to reward the winning squad.
SEE TEAMS, PAGE 12

Senior quarterback Kawaun Jakes said there
should be a clear winner when the red and white
squads hit the Smith Stadium grass at 6 p.m. on
Saturday for the annual spring game.
“I’m going with the Toppers,” Jakes said on
Tuesday.
While the publicity would make it seem like
the two competing squads are rivals, the spring
game — like the rest of the practices over the past
four weeks — is intended to be another chance for
WKU to improve before the regular season starts
in September.
But defensive line coach Eric Mathies, who will
coach the red squad Saturday, said the scrimmage
is an important part of the spring because it gives
players a chance to really be competitive on the
field for the first time since last season.
“We’ve got some guys that get excited to compete,” Mathies said. “Sometimes you just go out
there and do it.
“They’ll do it and they’ll work hard, but when
you compete and say it’s a win or a loss, I think
our kids rise up to the challenge. That’s our whole
team, really.”

4
5
6
22
43
76

Andrew Jackson, junior linebacker
Antonio Andrews, junior running back
Kawaun Jakes, senior quarterback
Tyree Robinson, junior defensive back
Jamarcus Allen, senior defensive lineman
Adam Smith, senior offensive lineman

red

team notables

10
10
14
52
82
93

Jonathan Dowling, sophomore defensive back
Willie McNeal, sophomore wide receiver
Kareem Peterson, senior defensive back
Cameron Clemmons, sophomore offensive lineman
Jack Doyle, senior tight end
Quanterus Smith, senior defensive end
*each roster has duplicate numbers

TRACK &FIELD

WKU to host Hilltopper
Relays this weekend
The more meets we can have at home, the more people
can come back and support the program..."
—ERIK JENKINS
Head coach

By CHELA COUNTS
sports@wkuherald.com

Throughout the week, you may have noticed facility managers assembling bleachers and cutting
grass at the Charles M. Ruter Track Complex, preparing for this weekend’s “Hilltopper Relays.”
This relay is WKU’s only home meet for the outdoor
season, one Head Coach Erik Jenkins said he is proud of.
“I like to be on the road. I like to take the kids to
experience different places and quality competition,
but at the same time, it’s great to run in front of family, friends and alumni,” Jenkins said. “The more
meets we can have at home, the more people can
come back and support the program, because I think
our program has performed at a high level, and we’ll

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

continue to do better, but we oftentimes don’t get to
showcase that because we are always on the road.”
WKU has hosted the relay since 2008, but this
year the Bowling Green community can expect to
see something new.
Elementary students in both Warren County and
Bowling Green Independent school systems will
compete in a 100-meter dash to see who will be
crowned the “Fastest Kid in Bowling Green.”
“Usually at the Drake Relays or Penn Relays,
there’s always another component to the meet …
whether it’s elementary age or high school age competition at the meet, I just felt like there was nothing
like that for this area,” Jenkins said.
SEE RELAY, PAGE 13

CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD

Brianne Porter makes her way through the water jump portion of
the 2000-meter steeplechase during the Vanderbilt Black & Gold
Invite March 25.
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